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could give any Change to the natural Form of this
Creature, but the ftrange Apprehenfions that her
Sentence had put her under, from the uncommon
Creatures the Country to which fhe was fentenced
might bring in her Sight. Thefe odd Ideas that the
had formed to herfelf, was all and the only thing,
that had occafioned fo great a Change from the
natural Form the Child might otherwife have had, as
fhe often aflerted. Iam,
SIR,

2our very humble Servant,

Tim. Sheldrake.

XI. A Paper concerning the Mola Saru. or
Sun-fith, and a Glue made of it 3 commu-
nicated by the Rev. My. William Barlow o
the Prefident of the Royal Society.

Stoke-Dock near Plymouth, Devon,
Fune 29.1734.

HERE was brought to this Place, ftruck the
Day before in our River, a Sun-fifb weighing
about soo Pound Weight. The Form of it nearly
anfwers thatgiven by Mr. WWilloughby, except that the

Tail of this was {collop’d.
This Fifh differed very much in one thing from
that defcribed by Mr. /#Zlloughby, whofce Fleth, he
fays, was very foft: On the contrary, the Flefh of

this was hard and firm, rather a griftly Subftance
than foft Flefh.
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A Gentleman of my Acquaintance, Commander
of a Veflel, tells me, his People took a Sun-fi5,
South of Newfoundland, which, by his Defcription,
was confiderably larger than that brought hither.
They made no Ulfe of the Flefh; but he remembers
it was a griftly Subftance, hard and firm.

A Piece of the Fleth boiled, to try how it would
look and tafte, to our Surprize, was all turned into
a Jelly. Being foft and tender, it could not be taken
out of the Saucepan with a Fork, but only with a
Spoon; in Colour and Confiftence nearly refembling
boiled Starch when cold. It had little or nothing
of the Fithy, but a grateful and pleafant Tafte.

By the fticking together of my Lips, and from
what I obfetved by touching it with my Fingers, I
took Notice, that this boiled Flefh was clammy and
glutinous; which brought to my Mind, that what
the Antients made ufe of to ferve the Purpofes of
Glue, was made from Fifh. I then tried it upon
Paper and Leather, and found it to anfwer the Ufe
of Pafte very well: And it was owing in part to
Negle&, and partly to Accident, that it was not alfo
tried upon Wood.

From this Difcovery of the glutinous Nature of
the Fleth of the Sun-fifh, 1 would recommend it to
thofe who have Opportunity to make farther Expe-
riments upon it; and probably fomething ufeful, or
curious at lcaft, may be a fatisfactory Reward for
the Trouble they fhall give themfelves on that Ac-
count.

From the Defcriptions given us of the Ichthyocolla
by Dioféorides and Pliny, the Glue-filh feems not

to
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to be the fime as our Sun-fjh. Whether the Fifh
from which our Ifinglals is made, be the fame as
the Ichthyocolls of the forementioned Authors, as
the Name ufually given to it feems to import, I
cannot tell: But ncither the Ichthyocolla of Ronde-
litius ot Bellonius, nor the Hufo taken in the Danube,
from the Bladder of which Fith-glue is made, can,
by the Defcriptions given of them, be the fame as

the Sun-fifh.

XIL. An Account of the Difiovery of the Re=
mains of a City under-ground, near Naples;

communicated to the ROYAL SOCIETY by
William Sloane, Ef7; F.R.S.

T Refina, about four Miles from Naples, under

the Mountain, within half a Mile of the Sea-

fide, there is a Well in a poor Man’s Yard, down
which about 30 Yards thete is a Hole, which fome
People have the Curiofity to creep into, and may
afterwards creep a good way under-ground, and with
Lights find Foundations of Houfes and Streets, which,
by fome it is faid, was in the Time of the Romans
a City called Aretina, others fay Port Hercules,
where the Romans ufually embarked from for Africa.
I have feen the Well, which is deep, and a good
Depth of Water at the Bottom, thatI never cared to
venture down, being heavy, and the Ropes bad.
This City, it is thought, was overwhelmed by an
Eruption



